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Situated between Monrovia and Mount Airy along Bush Creek, this railroad alignment proceeds through a semi-rural section of 
southeastern Frederick County, which is experiencing intensive suburban residential development. This reconnaissance-level 
survey was limited to views of the railroad from the public right-of-way. 
Within the APE, the railroad consists of a stone ballast bed, wood ties, and two sets of steel rails. Northwest of the Bartholows 
Road overhead bridge, the two tracks merge into a single track that proceeds to Frederick. This segment of the railroad dates from 
1831. 

The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, a nationally-significant linear historic property, dates from 1827 when the company received its 
charter from Maryland. Eventually, it connected the port of Baltimore to Point of Rocks in 1832, then Wheeling on the Ohio River 
in 1853, and finally to markets as far west as Cincinnati by the end of the nineteenth century. In the project area, a depot at 
Monrovia became a commercial node for area farmers and merchants. 

This section of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad is recommended NRHP eligible under Criterion A at the state level. Although the 
railroad emerged as a nationally significant interstate transportation company by the end of the nineteenth century, this segment of 
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the railroad reflects its early service and development of markets in western Maryland and conveys an association with state-wide 
events in the nineteenth century. Additionally, this segment of the railroad lacks significant engineering qualities. The original 
tracks have been removed and the alignment modified to meet modern railroad freighting requirements. This segment of the 
railroad is not recommended NRHP-eligible under Criterion C. This railroad segment does not convey an association with a 
significant individual. It is not NRHP eligible under Criterion B. The recommended NRHP boundary follows the current tax parcel 
lines through the APE. 
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